ORDINANCE NO. 1080

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL ADOPTING THE
FLOOD ZONES DEMARCATED BY THE FLOOD INSURANCE RATE
MAPS; REGULATING FLOOD HAZARD AREA LAND USE AND
PRESCRIBING CONTROL MEASURES; DEFINING CERTAIN
TERMS; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES AND
APPEAL PROCEDURES; PRESCRIBING PENALTIES; REPEALING
ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FIXING
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.

WHEREAS, certain areas within the City of Roswell, Chaves County, New
Mexico are endangered by periodic flash flooding via watercourses, arroyos and
the natural confluence of terrain drainage features, conducive to runoff of surface
waters, all with potential damage to property and threat to lives within the
immediate vicinity, and

WHEREAS, by way of reparation for flood damage, federal underwriter
relief is available to local public bodies under and by virtue of The National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968, subject and conditioned upon the City of Roswell's
compliance with prescribed minimum flood plain management standards for designated
flood-prone communities, as set forth in Section 1910.3 of the National Flood
Insurance Program, and

WHEREAS, the municipal governing body has lawful authority to promulgate
adequate land use and control regulations under and by virtue of 14-42-1, et. seq.;
14-18-9 and 14-20-3, (Chapter 52, New Mexico Laws 1970), together with acts
amendatory thereof and supplemental thereto in such cases made and provided,

~ NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Effective date. This ordinance shall be and become effective
on and after July 19, 1982.

SECTION 2. Application. This ordinance shall have no application prior
to the effective date hereinabove stated.

SECTION 3. Purpose. It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the
public health, safety, and general welfare, and to minimize public and private
losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed:

(1) To protect human life and health;

(2) To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control
projects;

(3) To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with
flooding and generally undertaken at the expense of the general
public;

(4) To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(5) To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water
and gas mains, electric, telephone and sewer lines, streets and
bridges located in areas of special flood hazard;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the second use
and development of areas of special flood hazard so as to minimize
future flood blight areas;

(7) To insure that potential buyers are notified that property is in an
area of special flood hazard; and,

(8) To ensure that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard
assume responsibility for their actions.

SECTION 4. Methods of reducing flood losses. In order to accomplish its
purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provisions for:



(1) Restricting or prohibiting uses which are dangerous to health, safety,
and property due to water or erosion hazards, or which result in
damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or velocities;

(2) Requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which
serve such uses, be protected against flood damage at the time of
inftial construction;

(3) Controlling the alteration of natural flood plains, stream channels,
and natural protective barriers, which help accommodate or channel
flood waters;

(4) Controlling filling, grading, dredging, and other development which
may increase flood damage; and,

(5) Preventing or regulating the construction of flood barriers which
will unnaturally divert flood waters or which may increase flood
hazards in other areas.

SECTION 5. Definitions. Unless specifically defined below, words or
phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning
they have in common usage and to give this ordinance its most reasonable application.

"Appeal" means a request for a review of the City Building Inspector's
interpretation of any provision of this ordinance or a request for a variance.

"Area of shallow flooding" means a designated A0 Zone on the Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). The base flood depths range from one to three feet; a
clearly defined channel does not exist; the path of flcoding is unpredictable and
indeterminate; andﬂ velocity flow may be evident.

"Area of special flood hazard" means the land in the flood plain within a
community subject to a one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year.

"Base flood" means the flood having a one percent chance of being equalled
or exceeded in any given year.

"Development" means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real
estate, including but not Timited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging,
filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations located within the area
of special flood hazard.

"Existing mobile home park or mobile home subdivision" means a parcel (or
contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or more mobile home lots for rent or
sale for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lot on which the
mobile home is to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities,
either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads, and the construction of
streets) is completed before the effective date of this ordinance.

"Expansion to an existing mobile home park or mobile home subdivision"
means the preparation of additional sites by the construction of facilities for
servicing the lots on which the mobile homes are to be affixed (including the
installation of utilities, either final site grading or pouring of concrete or the
construction of streets).

"Flood" or "flooding" means a general and temporary condition of partial
or complete inundation of normaliy dry land areas from the unusual and rapid accu-
mulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

"Flood Insurance Rate Map" (FIRM) means the official map on which the
Federal Insurance Administration has delineated both the areas of special flood
hazards and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

"Flood Insurance Study" means the official report provided in which the
Federal Insurance Administration has provided flood profiles, as well as the Flood
Boundary-Floodway Map and the water surface elevation of the base flood.

"Floodway" means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the
adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood
without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot.

"Habitable floor" means any floor usable for living purposes, which
includes working, sleeping, eating, cooking or recreation, or a combination thereof.
A floor used only for storage purposes is not a "habitable floor."

"Mobile home" means a structure that is transportable in one or more
sections, built on a permanent chassis, and designed to be used with or without a
permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities. It does not include
recreational vehicles or travel trailers.

"New construction" means structures for which the "start of construction”
commenced on or after the effective date of this ordinance.

"New mobile home park or mobile home subdivision" means a parcel (or
contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or more mobile home lots for rent or
sale for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lot (including, at

-2-






